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An der Schönen Blauen Donau 
(On the beautiful blue Danube) 

Johann Strauss 
  
  
This piece is arranged to accommodate a variety of skill levels. The 
ideal performance will include parts 1a, 2a and 3c. However, any other 
combination including at least one of the 1, 2, and 3 parts is workable. 
This piece presents a few challenges to the students. Parts 1a and 2a 
contain several shifts in position that will require to player to pay close 
attention to the left hand fingering. These parts also contain several 
grace-note slurs. The students should be instructed to place all of the 
fingers involved in the group before plucking the notes. 
In addition to the addressing the technical challenges in this piece, it is 
important to discuss the style of Johan Strauss and of the waltzes that 
were so popular in his time. The conductor should provide extremely 
exaggerated tempo fluctuations within the Blue Danube Waltz. The 
piece should begin at a rather slow tempo and gradually speed up to a 
final tempo between 160-200. This piece provides the instructor with a 
great opportunity to teach the students about the importance of 
watching the conductor and of listening to one another. 
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